The Great Fatherland War (WWII)-

August 23, 1939- announcement of Nazi-Soviet Pact

mutual pledge of non-aggression


Stalin hopes to turn Hitler westward



buys himself time to protect against attack


Hitler clears path for blitzkrieg on Poland



spheres of influence created in Poland



had learned lesson of two-front war

September 1, 1939- Nazi army invades Poland

Operation Barbarossa begins June 21, 1941-


3.2 million Germans invade Russia- largest force ever


front equivalent to distance from Minneapolis - New York

“Comrade Stalin has forbidden opening artillery fire on the Germans.”- radio 


invasion takes Red Army by surprise


gains made deep into Soviet territory



2000 aircraft lost in first two days



many see advancing Germans as liberators

October 2, 1941- march toward Moscow begins


Germans believe half of Red Army strength gone



army arrives in south with first snow


winter worsens- temperatures below -20 F.



frostbite within minutes, film, steel cracks,



oil turns to paste, mortar range is one yard,



Germans strip dead of uniforms for warmth

“We only needed another eight miles... We just could not make it.”

- German lieutenant


Red Army troops begin counter-offensive- 12/5/41


Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor welcome to Stalin



US presence in Pacific allows troops to west

siege of Leningrad- birthplace of Bolshevism targeted


December 1941- rations are meager



9 ounces of black bread for manual workers



half that ration for others- laced with filler


ice road across Lake Ladoga serves as life-line



thousands of women and children evacuated


200,000 die of hunger and cold in winter of 1942



actor dies on stage at Pushkin- play continues



relatives drag corpses through streets- abandon



horses eaten, dogs and cats worth a month pay



soup made of glue and book bindings, no fuel



gangs of cannibals dismember fresh corpses

siege lasts for 900 days- lifted on January 27, 1944


over 900,000 citizens of Leningrad die in city

Stalingrad- turning point at the Volga River in south


Hitler eyes center of industry, oil fields


Volga- June 28, 1942- “The Russian is finished.”


fighting quickly concentrates in the city-



implodes to blocks, to buildings, to homes

Diary of German Panzer officer- “We have fought during fifteen days for a single house.  The front is a corridor between burnt-out rooms; it is the thin ceiling between two floors... From story to story, faces black with sweat, we bombard each other with grenades in the middle of explosions, clouds of dust and smoke, heaps of mortar, floods of blood, fragments of furniture and human beings...  The street is no longer measured by meters but by corpses...  Stalingrad is no longer a town.  By day it is an enormous cloud of burning, blinding smoke; it is a vast furnace lit by the reflection of the flames.  And when night arrives, one of those scorching howling bleeding nights, the dogs plunge into the Volga and swim desperately to gain the other bank.  The nights of Stalingrad are a terror for them.  Animals flee this hell; the hardest stones cannot bear it for long; only men endure.” 

January ‘43- surrender of 90,000 Germans under Paulus


largest battle ever fought inside a major city


probably 150,000 die on each side


Red Army begins to move toward the west

3 million deported- Russians, Belorussians, Ukrainians


perhaps three million citizens die in German camps

United States assistance- 54 million uniforms, fourteen 


million pair of boots, 400,000 trucks- $11 billion


“The advance of a Russian army is something that Westerners cannot imagine.  Behind the tank spearheads rolls on a vast horde, largely mounted on horses.  The soldier carries a sack on his back, with dry crusts of bread and raw vegetables collected on the march... You can’t stop them, like an ordinary army, by cutting their communications, for you rarely find any supply columns to strike.”- German field general

Yalta Conference- Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt


February 1945- discuss plans for post-war Europe



Stalin says Soviet Union requires new order



Churchill, Roosevelt accept territorial changes



four zones of occupation for Germany

drive towards Berlin- lost territory regained by June ‘44


Germans concentrate efforts in the east



13 times casualties, 1/10 of Western surrenders


April 25th- Russians reach artillery range of Berlin


April 29th- shells hit Hitler’s bunker at Reichstag


April 30th- assault at Reichstag- Hitler suicide



Stalin- “So, that’s the end of the bastard.”


May 2nd- cease fire is sought by Germans


May 7th- unconditional surrender by Germans

Impact- 58 million people die of causes directly linked to war-


27 million war dead for Soviets- half are civilian



one-eighth on Soviet population lost



50 Russians die for every American in WWII
