The Last Czars-
Alexander I- (1801-1825) 

grandson of Catherine the Great- favorite of his grandmother



followed in steps of domestic reforms




ended torture in cross-examination




encouraged literacy, education, printing




amnesty for many political prisoners

rise of Napoleon in France-



Russia accepts Napoleon’s gains in Europe



agree to Continental System- exclude British goods




Czar continues to sell grain to Britain

invasion of Russia- “Great Patriotic War”



June 1812- Grand Army of 400,000 invades



Napoleon moves uncontested to Moscow




Russia has used “scorched-earth” strategy

finds Moscow in flames on September 14




waits five weeks- surrender never comes



order to withdraw is given- Russia counter-attacks




exhausted, starving, freezing soldiers destroyed




fewer than 10,000 return to France

Alexander dies at age 47- December 1, 1825



“crushed by the weight of a crown”



no heir, so throne will pass to his brother

Nicholas I- (1825- 1854)- the “Unwilling”
“Revolution stands on the threshold of Russia, but I swear it will never enter Russia while my breath lasts.”

crushes hundreds of peasant uprisings during rule-



sided with landlords to maintain stability


Crimean War (1854-1856)- disaster for Russia 

showdown over religious rights in Palestine-



Holy Lands had been a part of sultan’s domain




Nicholas demands protectorate over territory



refusal leads Russians to invade Turkish Rumania  






English and French back sultan in war

no one is prepared for war- terrible folly




British lack knowledge of shallow waters




French do not even have a map



Russian technology lags behind that of West




over quarter million Russians killed- 500,000 total

Treaty of Paris- (1856)



Russia gives up claim as protector of Orthodox



no power to fortify of station fleet on Black Sea

reveals the “rottenness” of the Russian system

Alexander II- (1855-1881)

recognized the need for reform-



preferred from above- not forced from below



saw abolition of serfdom as first step




no longer served purpose of enforcing stability




proof of Russia’s falling behind the West

March 3, 1861- Emancipation Manifesto- serfs freed



nobles retain about half of the land- peasants 40%



peasants did not own land as private property-




property of a peasant community- mir


peasants still felt oppressed-




only group facing death penalty for crime




only group to pay a poll tax




only group bound to the land- no free movement

hundreds of peasant revolts in late 1800s

several attempts on Alexander’s life fail-



1866- student Dmitry Karakozov shoots, misses



1879- Solovyov fires five shots, misses



1880- Khalturin blows up Winter Palace diningroom

Alexander II assassinated- March 13, 1881



student wounds several with bomb at carriage



czar stops to help, prays for his deliverance 





voice cries- “It is too early to thank God.” 






czar struck by second bomb




“Home to the palace to die.”- Alexander II
Alexander III- (1881-1894)

succeeds his father to the throne- rejects reform


 
“autocracy, orthodoxy, nationality”- 

dealt with issue of economic reform-



huge increase in foreign investment- 


greatly increased exploitation of resources




iron, coal, oil, timber

consequences of modernization-



concentration of population in cities- unrest



resentment of foreign involvement

foreign policy is relatively calm-
Nicholas II- (1894-1917)

 “I shall maintain the principle of autocracy, just as firmly and unflinchingly as it was preserved by my unfortunate dead father.”
More about him in the film clips we will see…
