From Peter to Catherine-

Catherine I- rules from 1725-1727


second wife of Peter the Great


real power is held by Alexander Menshikov

Elizabeth- born in 1709


first public appearance at age 2- parents’ wedding



grew up with French governess, manners



nearly marries Louis XV of France- rejected


father, betrothed husband, mother, sister all die



Elizabeth finds herself alone at 18



sent to countryside outside Moscow as threat

Peter II- rules from 1727-1730


son of Alexis, grandson of Peter the Great



grandmother Evdokia returns from exile


Peter dies of smallpox at 15- marriage day

Anna- daughter of Ivan V- rules from 1730-1740


niece of Peter the Great chosen over Elizabeth


Elizabeth is central figure at court- much like Cinderella



festive and joyous- strong contrast to Anna

Ivan VI- 3-month old emperor rules from 1740-1741


nephew of Anna- barely Russian by birth


Elizabeth seizes power- banishes Ivan’s family



refused to kill opponents



Ivan spends years in solitary- madness

Elizabeth- daughter of Peter the Great- rules 1741-1762


dismisses foreign elements brought by Anna

pursued festive life much as her father had done-



huge balls held weekly- masquerades



palace floor once flooded for ice skating

strong distaste for reading- felt it hurt the eyes


fluent in several languages- honored diplomats


St. Petersburg built into modern, European city

death penalty is abolished in Russia- 1744

Elizabeth dies on Christmas Day in 1761 at age 52-


had grown heavy and tired from high living

Peter III- reigns from 1761-1762


Elizabeth had chosen nephew as successor



son of Anne, grandson of Peter the Great



also grandnephew of Charles XII of Sweden


lost mother at three months, father by age eleven



raised by cruel Prussian tutor


brought by Elizabeth to Russia at age 15



hated Russia and most things Russian


Elizabeth brings German Sophia to marry Peter



14 year old immerses herself in Russian culture



converts to Orthodoxy, takes name Catherine


Peter is ravaged by smallpox, disfigured

Elizabeth herself supervises wedding in 1745-


Peter and Catherine will wait 18 years to rule
