The Khrushchev Period- (1953 - 1964)

Soviet Union explodes nuclear weapon- August 1949

Stalin dies- March 5, 1953-


has had all food tasted by others- suspicious


celebrates with cronies- Beria, Malenkov, Bulganin



does not answer summon for dinner- February 28



servant finds him unconscious of floor




cerebral hemorrhage- dies after four days


no process for succession in place

Nikita Khrushchev rises from among rivals-


1939- full member of Politburo


1953- First Secretary of the Communist Party


1958- General Secretary of party, Premier



Malenkov and Bulganin given token positions

De-Stalinization- “secret speech”- 20th Communist Party Congress- 1956


closed session meeting held on February 25


“On the Cult of Personality and its Consequences”



four hour speech- followed by no debate




speech content soon reprinted in the West



savages every aspect of Stalin’s career




Kirov murder, arrests, purges, terror




mass deportations, war failures


Khrushchev claims to be “amazed” at crimes-



had been present, responsible for some



clearly was a part of the terror apparatus

de-Stalinization campaign begins after speech



Stalin’s body exhumed from next to Lenin-




reburied outside wall of the Kremlin



statues removed, history books rewritten



Stalingrad is renamed Volgograd



Lenin’s “testament” mentioned after 32 years



millions of prisoners (zeks) released from Gulags

Hungarian uprising- follows death of Stalin- 1953


new leaders allow satellite nations more independence



strikes- East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia


October 1956- army seeks to oust government



promise of free elections, Soviets to be out



November- Soviet tanks roll into Budapest




Soviets re-install government




200,000 Hungarians flee to the west




United States takes no active role



United Nations condemnation vetoed by USSR

October 4, 1957- Sputnik is launched


catches West by surprise- exposes ICBM advances



Laika- dog circles the earth a month later


May 1960- Francis Gary Power shot down in U2 incident

1961- Yuri Gagarin makes first manned flight

used as propaganda tool by Khrushchev and Soviets

1961- erection of Berlin Wall to stem exodus to West

Cuban Missile Crisis- October 1962


Soviets oppose Jupiter missiles based in Turkey


respond by shipping offensive weapons to Cuba



Kennedy seeks naval quarantine- brinkmanship



Khrushchev seeks to exploit US weakness



missiles removed after thirteen day standoff

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich- 1962


Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag novel



imprisoned for comments against Stalin



spends 3,653 days in the Gulag

Khrushchev is ousted in 1964-


few speak in his defense at Central Committee


press reports Khrushchev has resigned for health

overthrown by Presidium for “harebrained schemes, hasty conclusions, rash decisions and actions based on wishful thinking”

marks an end to Stalinism in Soviet Union-


came to be seen as an almost comic figure

retired to dacha, receives small pension-


movements are monitored- home is bugged


“The fear is gone.  That’s my contribution.”

The Brezhnev Years- (1964 - 1982)

replaces Khrushchev after brief succession struggle-


becomes General Secretary in 1964


initiates so-called “era of stagnation”


military parity achieved by 1970-

campaign against domestic dissent-


dissident movement grows in late 1960s



some jailed, others sent to hospitals


censors control what can be published



Solzhenitsyn expelled from Soviet Union- 1974




winner of 1970 Nobel Prize for literature




does not go to Sweden to accept award


Andrei Sakharov- physicist and wife sent to Gorky



becomes leader of dissident movement

Brezhnev Doctrine- Soviet Union had the right to keep any nation from rejecting communism

detente- reduced tension in US-Soviet relations


President Nixon visits Moscow in 1972


SALT I- Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty reached



five year freeze on offensive weapons

invasion of Afghanistan- December 1979



props up an unpopular Communist regime




fight against the mujahidin rebels



condemnation from West and the Islamic world




US grain embargo- Olympic boycott




SALT II treaty never ratified by Senate



largest foreign policy undertaking since WWII 




becomes Soviet version of Vietnam




thousands killed in unpopular war




economy adversely affected- sanctions

troops finally withdrawn in February 1989

economic stagnation- 


growth rate slows by 1970s- too large and complex



“They pretend to pay us; we pretend to work.”


inadequate infrastructure and transportation


consumer goods lag behind demand



diet has little variation, lower quality 

Brezhnev’s leadership style criticized-


charges of opulence, greed, and nepotism


corruption and rumors follow family members

1982- Brezhnev dies at age 76- strokes had slowed him

Yuri Andropov- brief rule- dies in February 1984



former KGB chief- cautious reformer




orders crackdown on economic corruption



kidney trouble plagues him

Konstantin Chernenko- dies quickly- 1985



crony of Brezhnev- member of “old guard”



can only raise half-salute at Andropov funeral




emphysema- often out of public for days

Mikhail Gorbachev serves as Second Secretary of party



chosen by Central Committee as leader- 1985
