The End of the Tatar Yoke

Let’s finish off the Tatar Yoke with these three Russian leaders who emerge around Moscow…


Ivan I- (rules 1328-1341)- “Ivan Moneybags”

tax collector for the Mongols


Grand Prince Dmitry- (rules 1359-1389)


collects tribute without forwarding to Horde


1380- Mongol army sent to restore order



defeat handed to Mongols at Battle of Kulikovo on Don River


Ivan III- (rules 1462-1505)- “Ivan the Great”


faces four major challenges-

· need to elevate power of the Grand Prince of Moscow

· complete “gathering” of Slav lands

· win back Kievan lands from Lithuania

· overthrown the Mongol rulers



Ivan marries Sophia, niece of last Byzantine emperor- 1472


1480- Ivan refuses to pay Mongol tribute



armies meet at Ugra River- Mongols withdraw 



Ivan triples size of Moscow by end of his reign-



“gathering in of all the Russian lands”

first “czar” and leader of united Russian nation

Moscow as the “Third Rome”



ruler as God-appointed leader of the people



Constantinople falls to Turks in 1453-




Ivan claims Moscow as successor

“Moscow is the successor of the great world capitals; ancient Rome and the second Rome- Constantinople; Moscow is the third Rome, and there will be no fourth.”- Ivan the Great
Ivan the Terrible – (Ivan Grozny)
Ivan IV rules Russia from 1583-1584


grozny- 

controversial figure:  two dominant interpretations


*


*

Why is it difficult to know the truth?

Regency of Ivan IV-

Ivan’s father Vasily dies in 1533- Ivan is three years old

Ivan’s mother Elena Glinskia dies when Ivan is eight- poison?

January 1547- Ivan formally assumes power as czar (tsar)

marriage to Anastasia

June 1547- huge fire through center of Moscow

“Good” Ivan- period of reform

ends corruption-

increases efficiency-

consistency in justice- 

strengthens army- 

Ivan sets sights on Western frontier-

crisis of 1560s-

“Bad” Ivan-

January 1565- Ivan announces he will leave Moscow

announces plan to create oprichnina-
oprichniki- new class of personal nobility- loyal to Ivan

1571- Ivan leaves oprichnina behind

1581- final crisis- heir Ivan is in his 20s- 
death in March 1584- mysterious swelling

Time of Troubles - (1584-1613)

The Time of Troubles followed Ivan the Terrible’s death.  It was a period of civil unrest, dynastic confusion, and foreign threat.  Basically, it was a mess.

TIP:  Don’t take notes.  Just try to follow the story…  BOLD introduces character.  Underline means they became rulers…
Fyodor (1584-1598) inherits throne after death of Ivan


weak and feeble-minded


good-hearted but not interested in rule



preferred to ring the bells in the church

Boris Gudonov comes to hold power in Fyodor’s name


brother-in-law makes most decisions


common man- half Tatar by blood

Fyodor (Feodor / Theodore) has no heir-


half-brother Dmitry is illegitimate



Dmitry dies while playing with friends- 1591




rumors blame Boris Gudonov- (opera is later created)





Church blames Boris for sin’s arrival in Russia





later historians absolve Boris of guilt

1598- Fyodor dies having left no will or heir


ends the House of Rurik


Boris Gudonov “accepts” title of “Czar” 
1603- False Dmitry appears- “pretendership”


invades with small Polish army


plays on existing tensions in Moscow

1605- Boris Gudonov dies- 16-year-old son Feodor Gudonov takes throne

dies after being clubbed one year later



sister Xenia banished to a convent

False Dmitry rules- adopts Catholic and Polish customs


Discovered to be worshipping Catholicism


murdered by a mob after a year- 2000 Poles purged


ashes are fired toward Poland by cannon

Vasily Shuisky named tsar in 1606-


stops purges among his allies- boyars


appeals to west (Sweden) for aid- Poles respond


Tsar is dethroned in 1610- throne is vacant

second False Dmitry appears- some believe claims


throne offered to Vladislav- son of King Sigismund


Russians oppose influence of Polish King 

dynastic confusion ends in 1613-


Mikhail Romanov accepts the throne


16-year-old grand-nephew of Ivan IV

begins Romanov dynasty which lasts until 1917

