Catherine the Great- (rules 1762-1796)

becoming Czarina/ Empress

Elizabeth’s nephew (Peter III) chosen as her heir


German Sophia brought to marry Peter at age 14-

misfortune strikes Peter in 1745- smallpox 



Peter retreats into alcohol and German ways


decision is made to go ahead with the wedding

Catherine immerses herself in Russian culture-


learns the Russian language and ways


marriage does not go well-



Catherine soon takes lovers- 

Elizabeth dies 18 years after wedding- Christmas 1761


Peter behaves inappropriately in mourning

Peter’s rules alienates Church and palace guard


Catherine allies herself with palace guards and favorites



Peter is imprisoned after several months



Peter dies after wild drinking in jail

Catherine’s “enlightened despotism”-  (1762-1796)


worked long and rigorous schedule


sought to increase ties with Europe-



long correspondence with enlightened thinkers

reforms-



called for constitution- all classes brought together




nakaz- “instructions” of Catherine



wanted to end torture, capital punishment, serfdom



sought greater religious freedom- Catholics, Jews



educational reform- publishing expands



increased role and rights for women

Pugachev’s Rebellion- 1773- massive peasant uprising


Emile Pugachev- raises expectations as pretender Peter III



serfdom had tightened- 1649- ends migration




1700- serfs are declared property



thousands pillage and loot as they head to Moscow

Catherine retains army loyalty-




revolt is crushed before it reaches Moscow



gallows of conspirators line road



Pugachev decapitated in Moscow- iron cage

Catherine’s conservatism increases-


greater reliance on nobles for security


nobles accept increased control of serfs, exemption 



Catherine opposes American and French Revolutions-



condemns some of her own laws

foreign policy- “Peace is essential to this vast empire.”


pursues a clear policy of expansion-



200,000 square miles brought under control




one-fourth of Europe added to Russia



millions of people brought into empire



army and navy are doubled in size

wants to end Turkish presence on the Black Sea-



“Eastern Question” is resolved-


1774- Treaty of Kutchhuk Kainardji





granted Russia ports, Crimean independence,





free passage of Black Sea



1783- Crimea conquered, sights set on straits next





claim a need to protect pilgrims in Holy Lands

“Partitions of Poland”- along with Prussia, Russia, Austria



Poland seen as ripe for the taking




librum veto paralyzes government



1772- First Partition- each grab a slice




Belorussia (White Russia) added, 2 million



1793- Second Partition- Poland, Russia take more




Lithuania and Ukraine add 3 million more



1795- Third Partition- remainder divided

Poland ceases to exist until after World War I

question of heir arises-


Catherine does not favor her son Paul



nervous, prone to violence, opposed mother


rumored to favor her grandson Alexander

Catherine faints on the way to bathroom-



lingers in a coma for three days



dies after final scream at age 67

Paul rules for five years- (1796-1801)



works to undo many of his mother’s actions



Paul strangled in the night- 1801

Alexander had been “approved” as czar by powers

