The Rape of Nanking - An Outside Account
THE NANKING MASSACRE

In 1928, the Chinese Nationalist Government moved the capital of China from Peking to Nanking. The city normally held about 250,000 people, but by the mid-1930's its population had swollen to more than 1 million. Many of them were refugees, fleeing from the Japanese armies which had invaded China since 1931. On November 11, 1937, after securing control of Shanghai, the Japanese army advanced towards Nanking from different directions. In early December, the Japanese troops were already in the proximity of Nanking.

On December 9, after unsuccessfully demanding the defending Chinese troops in Nanking to surrender, the Japanese troops launched a massive attack upon the city. On the 12th, the defending Chinese troops decided to retreat to the other side of Yangtze River. On the 13th of December, the 6th and the 116th Divisions of the Japanese Army first entered the city.  In the afternoon, two Japanese Navy fleets arrived on both sides of the Yangtze River. On the same day, December 13th, 1937, Nanking fell to the Japanese. In the next six weeks, the Japanese committed the infamous Nanking Massacre, or the Rape of Nanking, during which an estimated 300,000 Chinese soldiers and civilians were killed, and 20,000 women were raped.

During the Nanking Massacre, the Japanese committed a litany of atrocities against innocent civilians, including mass execution, raping, looting, and burning. It is impossible to keep a detailed account of all of these crimes. However, from the scale and the nature of these crimes as documented by survivors and the diaries of the Japanese militarists, the chilling evidence of this historical tragedy is indisputable.

THE TRAGEDY AT YANGTZE RIVER

On December 13th, a large number of refugees tried to escape from the Japanese by trying to cross the Yangtze River. They were trapped on the east bank because no transportation was available; many of them tried to swim across the river. Meanwhile, the Japanese arrived and fired at the people on the shore and in the river. A Japanese soldier reported that the next day he saw an uncountable number of dead bodies of adults and children covering the whole river. He estimated that more than 50,000 people were killed at this tragic incident of the Nanking massacre.

ANNIHILATION IN THE CITY

When the Japanese troops first entered the city on the 13th, the streets were crowded with more than 100,000 refugees or injured Chinese soldiers. The Japanese relentlessly fired at these people. The next morning, tanks and artilleries entered the city and killing of people continued. Dead bodies covered the two major streets of the city. The streets became "streets of blood" as a result of the two-day annihilation.

MASS EXECUTION OF CAPTIVES

A large number of Chinese soldiers had already been captured in the suburban areas before the Japanese entered the city. The rest of the Chinese soldiers scattered inside the city and changed into civilian clothes. After the "City-Entering Ceremony" on the 17th, the Japanese arrested anybody who was suspected to be a Chinese soldier. A large number of young men who were arrested, together with those who had been captured earlier, were sent outside of the city to be massacred, from several thousand to tens of thousand at a time. In most cases, the captives were shot by machine guns, and those who were still alive were bayoneted individually. In some cases, the Japanese poured gasoline onto the captives and burned them alive. In some cases, poison gas was used.

The Rape of Nanking - The Japanese Account 

From 1937 to now (1990), the Japanese militarists, the government and the public dealt with the undeniable atrocities committed by the Japanese troops in Nanjing (Nanking) in a number of ways. 

(I) DURING AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR
The Japanese Government had a tight control over the news media during the War and the Japanese civilians did not know about the truth of the Nanjing Massacre or other crimes committed by the Japanese Military Force. In fact, the Japanese soldiers were always described as heroes. It was not until the postwar Tokyo Trial that the truth of the Nanjing Massacre was first revealed to the Japanese civilians. The atrocities revealed during the trial shocked the Japanese society.

(II) POSTWAR TO 1970's
Prior to 1970, there was no open denial by the Japanese regarding the Nanjing Massacre. In fact, there were a number of Japanese books, many were confessions or diaries by Japanese soldiers, which confirmed and gave detailed accounts of the Massacre. The Nanjing Massacre was never emphasized in the Japanese history textbooks. During the Tokyo Trial, the Massacre was treated as one unique example of the atrocities committed in Asia, rather than as a separate charge. Few Japanese historians treated the Massacre as a serious research topic.

(III) 1970 TO 1990
The denial of the Nanjing Massacre started around 1972, when the right-wing political force in Japan began to rise. The Japanese denial can be divided into three broad categories:


(a) Complete Denial of the Massacre:  By the end of 1971, the wave of confessions by 

Japanese soldiers and research by journalists exposing the brutal crimes in Asia 


encountered strong resistance from the right-wing conservatives. 

(b) Disputes on the Number of People Killed in the Massacre:  Besides total denial, another line of Japanese thoughts insisted that the Nanjing Massacre was exaggerated by the Chinese. This view is best elaborated in a book written by Hata Ikuhiko "Nanjing Incident" Chuo Koron Shinsho, 1986) in which it was argued that the number of victims in the Massacre was between 38,000-42,000. It was also argued that the killing of surrendered or captured soldiers should NOT be considered as "Massacre". This book is now considered as the official history text on the issue by the Japan Ministry of Education.


(c) Distortion and Rewriting of History:  In 1982, the Ministry of Education embarked on a 
campaign to distort the presentation of the history of World War II. In the process of the 

revision of history textbooks in Japan, Japanese "aggression" in China was substituted by 

"advancing in and out" of China during the Sino-Japanese War. The Nanjing Massacre was 
described as a minor incident which occurred because the Japanese soldiers were too 

frustrated by the strong resistance from the Chinese Army. Although the substitution of the 

word "aggression" by "advancing in and out" was finally stopped because of the strong 

protest, the rewriting of the Nanjing Massacre remained. Moreover, the Ministry of 


Education has never admitted that the distortion of history is a mistake.

(IV) 1990, DENIALS BY JAPANESE OFFICIALS
The Nanjing Massacre came into focus again when an interview with Shintaro Ishihara, the most popular contemporary writer in Japan and the most flamboyant member of the Diet, was published in the October issue of Playboy Magazine. In the interview, Ishihara declared that the Nanjing Massacre never occurred, and that "it is a story made up by the Chinese, ... it is a lie". On November 10th, 1990, during a protest by Chinese Americans against the Japanese actions in Diao-Yu-Tai Island, the Deputy Japanese Consul in Houston maintained that according to Japanese sources, "the Nanjing Massacre never occurred."  In 1994, the Japanese justice Minister and Army Chief of Staff, Shigeto Nagano, insisted claims of Japan atrocities were all fabrications.
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