
 
Study Guide: “The Lottery” 

 
 

Please write in complete sentences unless bullets are asked for. 
 
 

1. Using a bulleted list, provide at least three short quotes from the beginning of the 
story that help to explain the setting (time and place): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How might Jackson be using the black box in a “symbolic” way? How does it in 
some way “stand for” the lottery? Use details from page 526. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Name at least three ways in which the current lottery has changed since days in 
the past. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. Look up the word “ritual” in the dictionary. In what ways does the lottery fit that 

description? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How do the men, women, and children appear to have different roles in the 
lottery? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Mr. Warner seems to have an important role in this story. Please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  The word suspense refers to “ the uncertainty or anxiety the reader feels about 
what is going to happen next in a story.”  How does Shirley Jackson build 
suspense in this story? Why does she wait so long to reveal the true purpose of the 
lottery? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

8. Why does the author have Tessie scream, “It isn’t fair” at the story’s conclusion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Why do you think Shirley Jackson was strongly criticized at the time this story 
was published? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. What is the general theme of this story and why do you think so? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


